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OREWORD  
IF EVER THERE WAS A STORY waiting to be told, it is here among the hills and hollows that 

abut the northern most ridges of the Allegheny Mountains of Central Pennsylvania. Here at the 

portal to the lands known as the Pennsylvania Wilds lie four towns whose history is nearly lost but 

of great significance to the building of our country. Here men and boys toiled in the mines and the 

factories, turning yellow clay into refractory bricks that lined the blast furnaces that made the steel 

that built the engines and the rails and the girders that laid the foundation for the economic wealth of 

our nation at the cusp of the 20
th

 century.  

I F EVER THERE WAS A TIME  to write 

this story, it is now, while there still are sons 

and daughters who vividly recall the details of 

the lives of their parents and their grandparents 

and their cousins and their aunts and uncles 

who lived their entire lives in a brickyard town 

in rural America at the turn of the previous 

century.  

I F EVER THERE WAS A PLACE  to 

celebrate this story, it is here along the 

abandoned rail lines of the old NYC/Beech 

Creek Division Railroad that once joined the 

brick making towns of Monument and 

Orviston and Beech Creek; it is here near the 

lines of the old Pennsylvania Railway that once 

connected Beech Creek and Eagleville and 

Blanchard and Howard and Mount Eagle and 

Curtin Village to each other and to all the places 

beyond. 

WE LOOK ACROSS AMERICA and we see 

communities all across the continent that have 

taken the bones of an abandoned rail line and 

given it new life and new meaning as a rail trail 

for their community, a place where children, 

workers, and retirees might come together at 

the end of a day or the end of a week or the 

beginning of a summer to rest or to play, to 

listen and to learn, to exercise or to relax, to 

forget or to remember.  

We see old people with the wind in their hair 

and a gleam in their eye on a fat tire bike 

remembering what its like to be a child. We see 

babies and puppies and kittens in baskets and 

sidecars. We see children away from computers 

and televisions and video games. We see young 

people learning about history, and we see old 

people remembering it. We see Moms and Dads 

without the baggage of the week on their backs. 

We see families, together, again. 

We see this story being written every single day 

somewhere in America, and we see this story 

being written here in the hills and hollows that 

abut the northern most ridges of the Allegheny 

Mountains of Central Pennsylvania. 

Logan Mills, Pennsylvania 

Summer, 2007  

Glenn Vernon and Claudia Albertin 

albertinvernon architecture, LLC 
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This report was written as a starting point for 

establishing a vision for this community, a plan 

for leveraging the recreational, historical, 

cultural, and environmental assets of the Beech 

Creek area in such a way that creates an identity 

that distinguishes it from every other small 

community in America.  

 

That plan, that vision, is the Beech Creek 

Greenway Plan, and the identity that 

distinguishes this greenway plan from every 

other greenway plan in America is the Brick 

Town Trail.  

 

The resources the plan proposes to leverage are 

Bald Eagle State Park, Sproul State Forest, 

historic Curtin Village, and the unique and 

fascinating stories in every brickyard town 

between them, all linked together by a network 

of trails and bike paths that not only serve the 

health and fitness needs of the local community, 

but entice and invite the weary urban dweller or 

the bored suburbanite to this wondrous place of 

refuge and renewal on the southern edge of the 

Pennsylvania Wilds. 

 

For the last 200 years, the Beech Creek area has 

created most of its wealth from extracting its 

natural resources- timber, coal, clay -sometimes 

with devastating effects, until either those 

resources were depleted or the winds of 

industry blew in a different direction.  

 

Perhaps the single most important aspect of this 

plan, this vision, is that it attempts to protect 

and promote the natural resources of the region, 

rather than extracting them, and in doing so, 

may offer a more sustainable plan for the health 

and welfare of this community than any plan 

before it ever has achieved. 

XECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 ƏVd ntfgs sn jmnv gnv sn `rrdlakd ` gtl`m g`ahs`s ne ghfg pt`khsx sg`s dpths`akx `kknvr

citizens of all classes to get around in a dignified, comfortable, even pleasurable manner, that 

fhudr bghkcqdm `mc nkc odnokd dpt`k `bbdrr sn rnbhdsxƍr hmrshstshnmr+ sg`s oqnctbdr r`ed mdhfganqgnncr

for the well off and the less well-off, that promotes a sense of belonging to a community, that 

gnmnqr vg`s hr ad`tshetk+ `mc vghbg cndrmƍs cdrsqnx hsr qtq`k `mc `fqhbtkstq`k rtqqntmchmfr-Ɛ 

 

James Howard Kunstler,  Home from Nowhere, Remaking Our Everyday World for the 21
st

 Century 

E 
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Perhaps the single most important 

aspect of this plan, this vision, is 

that it attempts to protect and 

promote the natural resources of the 

region, rather than extracting them, 

and in doing so, may offer a more 

sustainable plan for the health and 

welfare of this community than any 

plan before it ever has achieved. 

SPROUL STATE FOREST 
MONUMENT TO ORVISTON SEGMENT 
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The GREENWAYS AND TRAILS MOVEMENT  

 

Ə@s ` shld hm ntq m`shnm`k ghrsnqx vgdm ` knbj ne bnlhsx+ hmcddc ne nqchm`qx bhuhkhsx+

seems to have us in its grip an astonishing counter-trend is taking holdƋa beautiful excep-

tion that ought to give everyone hope. I refer to the greenway movement, the effort made 

by a large number of wonderfully decent civic minded Americans to link people with one 

another and with nature via corridors of green that run into, around, and through the 

places we live and work: poor places and rich ones, in cities, suburbs and the countryside. 

Sn l`jd ` fqddmv`x ƕ hr sn l`jd ` bnlltmhsx- @mc sg`s+ `anud `kk dkrd+ hr vg`s sgd

lnudldms hr `kk `ants-Ɛ 

 Charles E. Little, 1990, Greenways for America 

In 1987, when Charles E. Little began the 

research for his book, Greenways for America, 

he searched the fledgling World Wide Web for 

articles on greenways, and came up with one 

article, an article that he had written himself. 

Snc`x+ ` rd`qbg ne sgd vnqc Əfqddmv`xrƐ nm

Google took .16 seconds to come up with a list 

of 2,270,000 references. One could rightly 

conclude from those two searches that the 

internet and greenways have come a long way in 

the last 20 years. 

 

THE APPEAL OF CONNECTEDNESS  

 

There are a lot of reasons that the greenways 

and trails movement has taken off with such 

velocity in America, but most people agree that 

it was a 1987 report by the Oqdrhcdmsƍr

Commission on Americans Outdoors that put legs 

under the movement. Responding to growing 

bnmbdqmr sg`s @ldqhb`mrƍ v`hrskhmdr vdqd

dwo`mchmf `r e`rs `r sgd m`shnmrƍ nodm ro`bdr

were shrinking, the authors of the report to the 

President envisioned a network of recreation 

corridors that would stretch across the entire 

country, proverbially killing two birds- obesity 

and sprawl- with one stone. It was the vision of 

ƏbnmmdbsdcmdrrƐ gnvdudq+ sg`s b`ostqdc sgd

hearts and minds of Americans. As Charles 

Khsskd qdbntmsr+ sgd qdonqsƍr `tsgnqr Əcdrbqhad

fingers of green that reach out from and around 

bnlltmhshdr `kk `bqnrr @ldqhb`-Ɛ 
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There are a lot of reasons that 

the greenways and trails 

movement has taken off with 

such velocity in America, but 

most people agree that it was 

the vision of òconnectednessó 

that captured the hearts and 

minds of Americans. As Charles 

Little recounts, the reportõs* 

authors òdescribe fingers of 

green that reach out from and 

around communities all across 

America.ó 

 
*1987 report by the Oqdrhcdmsƍr

Commission on Americans Outdoors  



FIGHTING OBESITY  

 

Fast food and sedentary lifestyles are commonly 

cited explanations for why we have become a 

nation of fat people.  A 2003-2004 National 

Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 

(NHANES) published by the National Center 

for Health Statistics estimates that 66% of 

Americans are overweight or obese. In 

Pennsylvania, the percentages are only slightly 

less alarming: 62% of adults in the 

Commonwealth are overweight and 25%  

are obese. 

 

Poor diet and lack of exercise were listed as the 

cause of 400,000 deaths in the US in a 2000 

study published in the March 2004 Journal of 

American Medical Association, second only to 

Tobacco, with 435,000 deaths, and far ahead of 

the third leading cause, alcohol at 85,000 deaths. 

@bbnqchmf sn Sgd Rtqfdnm Fdmdq`kƍrCall to 

Action to Prevent and Decrease Overweight and 

Obesity, the cost of obesity in the US in 2000 

was more than $117 billion. Associated illnesses 

were heart disease, hypertension and diabetes. 

Annual cost to employers for lost productivity 

attributable to obesity was estimated in 2000 at 

an additional $42 billion. 

 

 

CONCERNS ABOUT SPRAWL  

 

While concerns about sprawl in the Beech 

Creek area may seem far off, the August 2006 

USDA Report, Cooperating Across Boundaries, 

Partnerships to Conserve Open Space in Rural 

America, offers some startling statistics about 

how we as a nation have grown over the last 

decade. According to that report, we are 

converting 6,000 acres per day to development 

in the US, equivalent to 4 acres per minute. 

Between 1982 and 2001, 34 million acres of open 

space, equivalent to the entire State of Illinois, 

were converted to development. The US lost 10 

million acres of forest land to land development 

between 1982 and 1997, and the report estimates 

another 26 million acres will be lost by 2030 if 

we continue to develop at the low density 

model we have not only adapted, but have 

encouraged, subsidized, and even glorified since 

World War II. 

 

The statistics for Pennsylvania are even more 

dramatic.  PA was 48
th

 in population growth in 

1997, but 5
th

 in the rate of land development. 

Between 1992 and 1997, PA lost ½ million acres 

of farmland, forest and other open spaces to 

cdudknoldms: sg`sƍr dpthu`kdms sn 0/ `bqdr.gntq-

The PA Game Commission estimates wildlife 

habitat loss at 350 acres each day. 
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26 million acres will be lost by 

2030 if we continue to develop at 

the low density model we have 

not only adapted, but have 

encouraged, subsidized, and 

even glorified since World War II. 



This pattern of low density growth-commonly 

referred to as sprawl- is just not sustainable. In fact, 

he vd bnmshmtd sghr o`ssdqm ne fqnvsg+ hsƍr mns g`qc

to see that we will run out of open space long 

before we run out of the diminishing numbers of 

hunters, farmers, and wildlife that depend on it, let 

alone those of us who just admire it for its beauty, 

or depend on its restorative powers to rejuvenate 

our souls.  

 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS of GREENWAYS 

AND TRAILS  

 

Active outdoor recreation is a huge industry, and 

greenways and trails related activities are a 

significant segment of that industry. According to 

the eighth annual Outdoor Recreation Participation 

Study funded by the Outdoor Industry Foundation 

(OIF), 161.6 million Americans (72.1%) aged 16 and 

older participated in an outdoor activity in 2005. 

The top five  outdoor activities by percent of 

Americans who participated at least once in the 

prior year included Bicycling (38.2%), Fishing 

(34.5%), Hiking (34.2%), Camping (30.4%), and 

Trail Running (18%). The number of outings in 

2005 was down 11% from the previous year, largely 

due to weather, but still registered 7.3 billion 

outings. Of the top 5 activities, bicycling had the 

most outings at 3.123 billion, followed by trail 

running (1.333 billion), fishing (1.082 billion), 

hiking (844 million) and camping (347 million).  

The total national economic contribution of 

those outings was $730 billion, including $243 

billion in direct retail sales from outdoor  

recreation trips (food/drink, transportation, 

entertainment/activities, lodging, souvenirs/

gifts/misc. items), $46 billion from active 

outdoor gear (apparel, footwear, equipment, 

accessories, and services), and $441 billion from 

indirect ripple effect multipliers (suppliers, 

intermediaries, and employees spending).  The 

cash spent by Americans on outdoor activities 

generated more than $88 billion in state and 

Federal sales and income taxes. 

 

Active outdoor recreation supports 6.5 million 

jobs, and one in 20 Americans depend on the 

active outdoor recreation economy to make a 

living. A sampling of some of the jobs generated 

by the outdoor recreation economy include 

bicycling (1,135,000), camping (2,334,000), 

fishing (587,000), hunting (323,000), paddling 

(308,000), snow sports (567,000), trails (716,000), 

and wildlife viewing (467,000). 

 

While traditional outdoor sports like hunting 

and overnight backpacking have seen steady 

declines during the last 10 years, greenway and 

trail related outdoor activities like sit-on- top 

kayaking, snowshoeing and trail running have 

seen steady increases over the last several years 

(34%, 83%, and 22%, respectively).  

òThis canõt just be about hugging trees, 

there must be an economic benefit to the 

local community if its going to have to 

share its favorite fishing holes.ó 

Tom Bossert, Chairman,  

Clinton County Commissioners  

According to the  

Outdoor Industry Foundation, 

one in 20 Americans depend on 

the active outdoor recreation 

economy to make a living. 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

GAME OFFICIALS WORRY ABOUT 

HUNTING'S LAGGING POPULARITY  

December 11, 2005 (excerpt) 

 

 Pennsylvania had more deer hunters than any other 

state in 2001, the most recent year that the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service published its national report, "Deer 

Hunting in the United States: An Analysis of Hunter 

Demographics and Behavior." Nine percent of 

Pennsylvanians hunted, which made this the state with 

the largest percentage of hunters. The report, which is 

published every five years, said Pennsylvania was home 

to about 1 million of the nation's 13 million hunters, 

including 932,000 deer hunters.  

But despite a hunting tradition that dates to its earliest 

days, Pennsylvania's overall sales of general hunting 

licenses have steadily dropped over the past two decades 

since their peak of slightly more than 1.31 million in 

1981 and 1982. Since then, license sales have slipped 

nearly every year, hovering slightly below 1.1 million 

over the past 10 years and continuing to dwindle. 

License sales have fallen by 75,000, or about 7.3 percent, 

since 1995. Last year they totaled 1.01 million, according 

to Game Commission statistics. 

While traditional outdoor sports like hunting and overnight 

backpacking have seen steady  declines during the last 10 

years, greenway and trail related  activities like sit on top 

kayaking, snowshoeing and trail running have seen steady 

increases over the last several years  

Activities that have the broadest appeal to 

snc`xƍr ntscnnq dmsgtrh`rs rg`qd entq

characteristics: 1.) Have easy access, 2.) Are easy to 

learn, 3.) Are done in a day, and 4.) Have less 

specialized gear. 

 

According to the OIF  Fall 2006 report, The 

Active Outdoor Recreation Economy, the active 

outdoor recreation economy is an overlooked 

economic giant, with its annual retail sales of 

$289 billion outpacing other major industry 

sectors like Pharmaceutical and Medicine 

Manufacturing ($144 billion), Automobile & 

Light Truck Manufacturing ($251 billion), 

Securities, Commodity Contracts, & 

Investments ($277 billion), Power Generation & 

Supply ($269 billion), Legal Services ($232 

billion), and the Motion Picture & Video 

Industries ($80 billion).  

 

HERITAGE TOURISM  

 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation 

cdehmdr gdqhs`fd sntqhrl `r Əsq`udkhmf sn

experience the places and activities that 

authentically represent the stories and people of 

sgd o`rs `mc oqdrdms-Ɛ L`jhmf gdqhs`fd sntqhrl

work requires 5 key principles:  

1.) collaboration, 2.) finding the right fit between 

the community and tourism, 3.) making sites and 

programs come alive, 4.) focusing on quality and 

authenticity, and 5.) preserving and protecting 

resources. The payoff for doing it right can be 

substantial, according to a 2003 Historic/Cultural 

Traveler study sponsored by the Travel Industry 

Association (TIA) and Smithsonian Magazine.  

 

Cultural heritage travelers spent an average of 

$623 per trip (not including transportation) 

compared to $457 spending for all US travelers 

and the study notes that heritage tourists also 

tend to stay longer when they visit. The industry 

recorded nearly 217 million person trips in 2002, 

up from 192 million in 1996.   

 

Tourism is the 3
rd

 largest industry in the US, 

contributing $650 billion to the economy, and 

employing more than 8 million workers with a 

payroll of $171.4 billion in 2005. The industry 

created tax revenues of $104.9 billion for federal, 

state and local governments. 
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE BEECH CREEK AREA  

 

The Beech Creek Area is comprised of seven communities that lie on both sides of 

the Centre and Clinton County line: Beech Creek Township and Beech Creek Bor-

ough in Clinton County, and Howard Borough, Boggs, Curtin, Howard, and Lib-

erty Townships in Centre County. While there may not be a political jurisdiction 

b`kkdc sgd ƏAddbg Bqddj @qd`Ɛ+ sgdqd bdqs`hmkx hr ` bnlltmhsx+ nq `s kd`rs ` Ərdmrd ne

bnlltmhsxƐ sg`s g`r dunkudc `lnmf sgdrd ltmhbho`khshdr `r ` qdrtks ne sgdhq rg`qdc

historical, geographical, social, and industrial development.  
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ORVISTON HERITAGE DAYS 2007 

In 2006, an estimated 140,953 people lived in 

Centre County, an increase of 4% since the 2000 

Census. Clinton County lost about 2% of its 

residents over that same period. With 37,232 

people, down from 37,914 in 2000, the County 

recorded its first decline since records have been 

kept.  

 

The median household income for the Beech 

Creek area was $36,946 in 2000, about 10% 

below the national median household income of 

$41,994, and slightly higher than the Centre 

Bntmsx ldch`m ne #25+054- Bkhmsnm Bntmsxƍr

median income in 2000 was $31, 064.  

 

Tourism created 10,614 jobs in Centre County 

in 2003, and 1,404 in Clinton County. That 

employment represented 16% of the jobs in 

Bdmsqd Bntmsx `mc 00$ ne Bkhmsnm Bntmsxƍr

workforce.  



The Mercer clay that lay between beds of coal on the Allegheny Plateau was a superior grade of clay that was used through 

the mid part of the 20th century to make refractory bricks. These bricks, weighing anywhere between 8 and 84 pounds or 

more, were used to line the boilers of steam engines and the blast furnaces of the steel industry.  

The first half of the 20
th

 century saw the 

dldqfdmbd ne sgd Addbg Bqddj `qd`ƍr k`rs l`inq

employment sector, the brick making industry. 

More than any previous industry, the 

manufacture of bricks, and more specifically, 

the making of refractory bricks, coupled with 

the emergence of the railroad as the primary 

form of transportation, was the business that 

wove together the commercial and social fabric 

ne sgd Addbg Bqddj @qd`- Tmshk sgd lhc 084/ƍr+

the manufacture of clay products was essentially 

the backbone of the economy for the Beech 

Creek area, with significant brick making plants 

in Howard, Beech Creek, Monument and 

Orviston employing the majority of the 

population. In fact, for Beech Creek, 

Monument, and Orviston, it was the only 

significant employer for over a half century. 

Executive Summary 8 

Eqnl sgd k`sd 07//ƍr sgqntfg sgd d`qkx 08//ƍr+

dozens of brick making plants sprang up 

throughout Clinton and Centre counties. Based 

on newspaper accounts from that time period, 

many of them also closed just as quickly. A 

period of mergers and consolidations solidified 

the industry, and those businesses offering niche 

market products, like pavers for streets and 

sidewalks, and refractory bricks to line steam 

boilers, glass furnaces, locomotive fire boxes and 

steel industry blast furnaces, were best able to 

weather the competition. Companies like 

Harbison Walker, which had developed 

oqnoqhds`qx enqltk`r enq lhwhmf sgd qdfhnmƍr

g`qc+ rnes `mc atqkx bk`xr hmsn ƏehqdƐ nq

Əqdeq`bsnqxƐ aqhbjr+ athks nq antfgs dmshqd

towns centered on this industry, including 

Monument in the Beech Creek area.  

HISTORY OF THE BEECH CREEK AREA  

 

Ltbg ghrsnqx v`r l`cd nm Bkhmsnm Bntmsxƍr ghkkr `mc hm hsƍr u`kkdxr+ ƕ+ hs g`r ` bg`ql

enq sgd knudq ne sgd vhkcr sg`s mn rdbshnm ne bntmsqx ne hsr rhyd b`m dwbdkƕ-Bdmsqd Bntmsx

g`r addm cdrbqhadc `r ` Əcnl`hm hm hsrdkeƐ `mc qhfgskx rn+ `r hs hr ` udqhs`akd O`q`chrd enq

sgd m`stqd knudq+ sgd @kohmhrs+ sgd ronqsrl`m `mc sgd b`lodq-Ɛ 

 

From Eldorado Found, the Central Pennsylvania Highlands, A Tourist Survey, Henry W. Shoemaker, 1917 

According to HABõs Brickyard Towns, US. Dept. of Interior, 1993 
Pennsylvania was the largest refractories producer in the U.S. and 
Centre, Clinton and Clearfield Counties were the center of the 
industry in Pennsylvania. 



 
M 

system, the ball field, the tennis court, the 

boarding house, the school, the store, and 

every one of the homes that lined the 

company owned streets. There was little 

choice, the only way in was the railroad, 

and the company provided well enough 

that, other than the occasional trip to Lock 

Haven, there was never any need to leave 

town.  

 

Hm sgd dmc+ hs v`r ƏoqnfqdrrƐ sg`s ots sgd

brickworks out of business, as the steam 

boilers and blast furnaces were modernized 

with less expensive liners for their 

qdeq`bsnqhdr- Ats sg`s ƏoqnfqdrrƐ b`ld `s `

high price for the brickyarders of 

Monument, whose hearts stood still the 

lnqmhmf sgd bnlo`mx vghrskd chcmƍs aknv: 

every resident in the company owned town 

of Monument was unemployed that day. 

 

ƏHs v`r ` cdbdms khed+ ` cdbdms khuhmf+

`mc ` cdbdms bnlltmhsx+Ɛ r`xr

C`ux- ƏDudqxnmd jmdv sgd ftx vgn

lived next to them, the guy down 

the street, and the neighbor two 

streets over. There was a real sense 

of community, and a way of life 

gdqd sg`s oqna`akx vnmƍs dudq

g`oodm `f`hm-Ɛ 
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      ONUMENT -LIFE IN A BRICKYARD TOWN  

 

Vgdm Odmmrxku`mh` Bntmbhk nm sgd @qsr ƏEnkj @qsrƐ Edkknv `mc enqldq

Əaqhbjx`qcdqƐ `mc qdrhcdms Gnv`qc 'Ihl( C`ux qdlhmhrbdr `ants fqnvhmf to

in the company owned town of Monument, his audience is immediately 

transported back to a time when physical work was still admired in America, 

and when men owed and oftentimes freely gave their loyalty and their 

o`xbgdbj sn sgd bnlo`mx sg`s oqnuhcdc enq sgdhq dudqx mddc- ƏSgdx l`cd `

e`hq v`fd+ `mc sgd bnlo`mx sqd`sdc sgdl vdkk+Ɛ C`ux qdldladqr+ Əats hs v`r

`krn sdqqhakx g`qc vnqj-Ɛ 

Khrsdmdqr ne Ihlƍr rsnqhdr fds ` eddk enq itrs gnv

hard that work must have been . Men like 

Ihlƍr e`sgdq `mc fq`mce`sgdq vnqjdc hm rvd`s-

soaked leather boots and wool socks on hot, 

gtlhc rtlldq c`xr rs`bjhmf ƏfqddmƐ 73

pound fire bricks one at a time on the concrete 

drying room floor heated from below with 

steam from the boiler room and from above 

by fans blowing 160 degree air across the floor.  

 

When the whistle blew,  everyone went to 

their company owned home for supper made 

from groceries delivered from the company 

owned store, and then went down to the 

company owned ball field for  9 or 10 innings 

of baseball.  

 

ƏLnmtldms v`rmƍs itrs `mx bnlo`mx snvm+Ɛ

C`ux r`xr+ Əsghr v`r ` G`qahrnm-Walker 

snvm-Ɛ Hm `cchshnm sn nvmhmf sgd e`bsnqx+ sgd

company  owned the church, the water 
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Trail Segments 

 

1 Curtin Village to Howard  

2 Howard Borough 

3 Bald Eagle State Park 

4 Blanchard to Beech Creek 

5 Beech Creek to Martins Grove 

6 Martins Grove to Iron Bridge 

7 Iron Bridge to Monument 

8 Monument to Orviston 

BLANCHARD 



THE BRICK TOWN TRAIL  

 

In the opening line of the Prologue to her book, Susquehanna, River of Dreams, 

Susan Stranahan writes,  

 

ƏQhudqr needq sgd odqedbs eq`ldvnqj enq ` rsnqxsdkkdq- Sgdx oqnuhcd ` adfhmmhmf

and an end with an obvious flow from one to the other. They neatly link people and 

events in history. They serve as paths of discovery and arteries of commerce. Not only can 

rivers be counted on for moments of great drama, but they invariably attract their share 

ne dbbdmsqhb bg`q`bsdqr- Rn hs hr vhsg sgd Rtrptdg`mm`-Ɛ 

 

And so it is with the Beech Creek Greenway, and its signature project, the Brick 

Town Trail.  
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Howard  

 

Beech Creek  

Monument  

 

Orviston  

BRICK TOWN TRAIL SUMMARY                   

    TYPICAL PRIMARY   PNDI   *TRAIL NEW BOAT  HC 

SEGMENT LENGTH WIDTH SURFACE SETTING FINDINGS BRIDGES HEADS LAUNCHES ACCESS 

CURTIN VILLAGE TO HOWARD 5.05           10   GRAVEL  VILLAGE 0 1 2 1 YES 

HOWARD BOROUGH 0.57 
             

8  
 PAVED  VILLAGE 0 0 2   YES 

BALD EAGLE STATE PARK 4.87           10   MIXED  VILLAGE 0 2 3   YES 

BLANCHARD & BEECH CREEK 3.55  NA   SHARED RD  VILLAGE 0 1 2 1 
PUBLIC 

ROW 

BEECH CREEK TO MARTINS GROVE 1.94  NA   SHARED RD  RURAL 0 1 2   
PUBLIC 

ROW 

MARTINS GROVE TO IRON BRIDGE 3.05 
             

8  
 GRAVEL  RURAL 0 1 2 1 YES 

IRON BRIDGE TO MONUMENT 1.74 
             

8  
 GRAVEL  RURAL 0 0 2   YES 

MONUMENT TO ORVISTON 2.9 
             

8  
 GRAVEL  RURAL 2 1 2 1 YES 

  23.67       2 7 12 4   



CURTIN VILLAGE TO HOWARD BORO  

 

The  24 mile Brick Town Trail begins in 

historic Curtin Village and Eagle Ironworks in 

Boggs Township, Centre County. Curtin 

Village is located only 2 miles from the 

interchange of Route 220 and Interstate 80, 

making it a natural gateway to the trail, and 

highly accessible to both interstate and 

intrastate travelers.  

 

Bald Eagle Path, named after Munsee Delaware 

chief Bald Eagle, the Bald Eagle and Spring Creek 

Navigation canal, and the Bald Eagle Valley 

Railroad, which became part of the 

Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) system, all 

converge at Curtin Village, giving historical 

context to the route of the Brick Town Trail.  

 

The hiking and biking path begins at the 

dwhrshmf o`qjhmf kns hm eqnms ne Qnk`mc Btqshmƍr

mansion and heads downstream between Bald 

D`fkd Bqddj `mc MADQƍr `bshud eqdhfgs khmd-

Trailhead opportunities also include improved 

water trail access from the existing parking lot 

on the village side of the bridge after it crosses 

Bald Eagle Creek.  

 

This segment of the hiking and biking trail 

heads east approximately 2.2 miles on Army 

Corps lands before it reaches a point across the 

tracks from the historic village of Mount Eagle, 

famous for its potters. The bike and hiking path 

continue east another 2.86 miles before reaching 

the Borough of Howard, following the 

abandoned Route 220 for a little over a mile, 

and then bushwhacking a new alignment 

between the lake and active rail line. 

HOWARD BORO SEGMENT  

 

@ aqhbj rs`lodc vhsg sgd vnqc ƏGnv`qc+Ɛ rds

in the sidewalk at the entrance to the new social 

hall for the Howard Fire Company, is the only 

ogxrhb`k duhcdmbd ne sgd snvmƍr aqhbj l`jhmf

history that visitors might find today. This  half 

mile segment of the Brick Town Trail enters the 

Borough from the west, on the opposite side of 

town from where the brickyard once stood. The 

trail follows the right of way of the former 

Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) out of Howard 

Township, into a 5 acre park the Borough leases 

from the Army Corp of Engineers. Existing 

restrooms and parking lots for the park would 

serve as the trailhead for this end of  

the segment. 
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interest by visitors in trail related activities, the 

trailheads at the park are expected to be  major 

points of entry for the Brick Town Trail.  

 

Construction of this segment offers a unique 

and significant opportunity to reconnect and 

revitalize the communities isolated by the 

construction of Sayers Dam. 

 

The Bald Eagle State Park segment runs from 

the Howard levee to the intersection of 

Ridgecrest Drive and the West Main Street 

Extension below the Sayers Lake Dam, 

following the edge of the lake above the 

summer inundation level of 630 feet. This 

segment of the hiking, biking and walking trail 

is a combination of new 10-foot wide compacted 

gravel trails, and shared existing park roads.  
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A new 8 foot wide asphalt trail would connect 

the trailhead to the west side of the levee and 

follow along the top of the levee to the existing 

gate at Route 26. The gate would be replaced 

with bollards, crosswalk markings added on 

Route 26 to alert vehicles to be cautious, and 

split rail fence installed on both sides of the trail 

along the top of the levee. 

 

BALD EAGLE STATE PARK SEGMENT  

 

Like Curtin Village, Bald Eagle State Park is one 

of the crown jewels of the Brick Town Trail. 

The park offers a multitude of recreational 

amenities centered around the lake.  With over 

400,000 site visits in 2005, and a growing 

Photo by Ron Schaeffer 



Photo from Lingleõs  
History of the Beech Creek Area 

150, where it crosses the highway to a narrow 

alley.  From Maple Alley, the trail joins the 

abandoned rail bed of the Beech Creek Division 

of the New York Central rail system. Heading 

northwest now, the trail crosses Vesper Street 

between the former NYC train station Ɗ

visualized as a future trailhead- and Borough 

Hall, and follows the abandoned rail line past 

the ball fields behind the Marsh Creek and 

Beech Creek Watershed Museum located in the 

former school house, until it reaches the end   

of town. 

 

BEECH CREEK TO MARTINS GROVE 

SEGMENT 

 

After leaving the Borough of Beech Creek near 

Little Sugar Run Road, the trail enters a 1.94 

mile stretch of abandoned rail line that is 
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BLANCHARD TO BEECH CREEK 

SEGMENT 

 

From the dam, the trail shares the road on 

Ak`mbg`qcƍr Vdrs L`hm Rsqdds Dwsdmrhnm+ tmshk hs

reaches the intersection of Bald Eagle Street in 

Blanchard. The trail continues east on Bald 

Eagle Street through scenic farmland to the 

Centre County line, where the township road 

now dead-ends at Beech Creek. County GIS 

maps show the right-of-way still exists for a 

covered bridge that once crossed Beech Creek 

from Bald Eagle Street in Liberty Township, 

Centre County, to Maple Avenue in Beech 

Creek Township in Clinton County. The 

bridge was destroyed when it collapsed after a 

flood in 1927, and was never rebuilt. 

Rebuilding the covered bridge as a bicycle/

pedestrian link re-establishes this historic 

connection between Centre and Clinton 

Counties, and allows the trail to avoid using the 

highly traveled Route 150 corridor to reach 

Beech Creek. A concrete pier in the middle of 

Beech Creek still stands where the covered 

bridge crossed the stream, and if determined to 

be structurally sound, could be used as a mid-

span support for the covered bridge.  

 

After crossing Beech Creek, the trail follows 

tree lined Maple Avenue until it reaches Route 

The New York Central Station, Beech Creek. 
History of the Beech Creek Area, Harry and Vera Lingle, 1981 



MARTINS GROVE TO IRON BRIDGE 

SEGMENT 

 

The 3 mile Martins Grove to Iron Bridge 

segment follows the existing rail line between 

the former Hubbard School rail crossing on 

Beech Creek Mountain Road, just above the 

Martins Grove swimming hole, and the 

property at the foot of the western end of the 

former railroad bridge, known locally as the 

Iron Bridge.  

 

Martins Grove is a storied spot along Beech 

Creek that has served as a popular swimming 

hole and outdoor recreation area for as long as 

local residents can remember. A covered bridge 

once spanned Beech Creek where the modern 

concrete bridge now stands nearby. During its 

heyday, a towering grove of oaks provided a 

splendid wooded canopy for a concession stand 

and picnic pavilions. 

 

The first half mile of the 66 foot wide rail road 

right-of-way out of Martins Grove is overgrown 

and will require substantial clearing and 

grubbing. The remainder of the right-of-way of 

this segment has been groomed as a grass trail 

by the two adjoining property owners.  
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USGS BENCHMARK AT IRON BRIDGE 

AUDOBON IBA 30,  
SHOWN ON THE  
MAP ABOVE,  
IS AN IMPORTANT  
SONGBIRD HABITAT 
 
 
 
 
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER  
BIRDING AND WILDLIFE TRAIL,  
Audubon Pennsylvania 

privately owned by a dozen landowners in 

Beech Creek Township, Clinton County. The 

segment parallels PA Route 364, so much of it is 

visible from the public right of way. There is at 

least one small bridge structure that, from the 

public right of way, appears to be serviceable if 

the segment was reused as a trail. 

 

Many of the property owners on or adjacent to 

this segment attended the first public meeting 

for the project, and shared their concerns about 

potential conflicts with current use of the land, 

much of which is farmed or used as pasture for 

livestock. In at least one location, the rail bed 

has been plowed over by the farmer/landowner, 

and another landowner stores round bales on 

the rail line. Other property owners have built 

garages and other structures on the right of way 

of the abandoned rail line. 

 

Given the concerns of the landowners along  

this segment, sharing the road along Route 364 

may be the only viable option for this section. 

 



The existing gravel rail bed along this segment is 

approximately 8 feet wide. The cleared right-of-

way narrows to 6 feet as it gets closer to 

Monument, requiring  clearing and grubbing 

along the berm to restore the right-of-way to a 

workable dimension. Tree roots have grown 

into the trail, and sections of the bed have been 

washed out or altered to facilitate access for 

@SUƍr `mc chqs ahjdr- 

Sections of the rail bed through Monument are 

overgrown and impassable, and in places the 

raised rail bed has been washed out or 

excavated. Although most of the brickyard 

buildings have been torn down, the shingle style 

church built by the company near the center of 

town is in excellent condition. With the 

exception of the company built schoolhouse, all 
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This privately groomed segment of the trail 

includes a one-plus mile stretch of uninterrupted 

forest that birders favor to inventory bird 

populations. The trail is in Audubon Important 

Bird Area (IBA) 30 and Region 49 of the 

Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Atlas, a nationwide 

effort to monitor the health and status of birds 

and other wildlife through volunteer based 

inventories.  

Local birding clubs active in this area include 

the West Branch Bird Club and the State 

College Bird Club. The membership of the 

West Branch Bird Club endorsed the 

development of the trail in this area, believing it 

will enhance birding opportunities without 

negatively impacting bird habitat. 

 

 

IRON BRIDGE TO MONUMENT 

SEGMENT 

 

The rail trail segment between the Iron Bridge 

and the former Harbison-Walker company 

town of Monument in Liberty Township, 

Centre County, is approximately 1.74 miles 

long, and nearly flat, starting at an elevation of 

725 feet at the Iron Bridge, and gently rising at 

an imperceptible slope of .4% to 760 feet in 

Monument.   

 

Mule skinner at the clay mine, photo courtesy Jim Davy 



from an elevation of 820 feet  in Orviston to 760 

feet above sea level in Monument.  

 

The first half mile of the rail line outside of 

Monument cuts through a hillside, exposing 

mossy outcroppings and rivulets that in some 

ok`bdr `ooqn`bg rl`kk v`sdqe`kkr- Sgd ƏbqhjƐ

features prominently in the ambiance of the 

trail, at times appearing beside it as a wide 

stream, placidly gurgling along. In other 

sections it disappears entirely into the adjoining 

forest of towering tulip poplars, some reaching 

as high as 70 or 80 feet.  

 

The Monument to Orviston segment terminates 

in rural villages, but is otherwise surrounded by 

forested lands and wetland habitats, much of 

which is owned by the State. The rich  

industrial history of these former company 

towns, in combination with their rural 

isolation, contributes to their appeal as heritage 

tourism sites. 

 

A Mothers Day Springtime walk along this 

segment revealed several native plants, including 

Jack-in-the-Pulpit, Wild Geranium, Dog Tooth 

Violets,  Red Trillium, and Wild Ginger. 

Beaver activity is also evident , with downed 

logs and small impoundments contributing to 

the drainage ways alongside the rail bed.   

of the other public buildings have been 

demolished, including the company store, the 

two train stations, and the boarding houses. 

Notwithstanding all the missing pieces, the 

ƏanmdrƐ ne sghr bnlo`mx athks snvm `qd pthsd

visible, and the spirit of renewal was palpably 

evident in the towns well attended 2
nd

 Annual 

Summer Heritage Days festival. 

 

MONUMENT TO ORVISTON SEGMENT  

 

The final segment of the proposed trail follows 

the former rail bed between Monument in 

Liberty Township and Orviston in Curtin 

Township, both in Centre County. The 

segment is approximately 2.9 miles long with a 

fairly level grade that gently slopes less than .4% 

Photo courtesy Kels Lomison 
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R EGIONAL AND LOCAL LINKS  

 

There are three principal opportunities to create regional links to the Beech Creek 

Fqddmv`x ok`m+ nmd `s d`bg ne sgd sgqdd ƏbnqmdqrƐ ne sgd oqnonrdc Aqhbj Snvm

Trail. Those regional linkages include the Nittany & Bald Eagle Greenway, along 

the Bald Eagle and Spring Creek corridors in Centre County, the Beech Creek to 

Mill Hall Greenway, along the Bald Eagle Creek corridor, and the Orviston to Snow 

Shoe Connector, in Orviston.  

The first two of these links follow Bald Eagle 

Creek along the path of the former  

Spring Creek and Bald Eagle Navigation canal 

that connected Lock Haven and Bellefonte to 

the Pennsylvania Main Line Canal in the  

lhc 07//ƍr- Sgd Nquhrsnm-Snow Shoe connector 

continues along the former NYC rail line. 

 

The opportunities for local trail linkages are 

almost limitless. We have identified the 

principal opportunities for local links and 

categorized them based on their significance to 

the greenway. 

 

LOCAL LINKAGES  

 

Conservation linkages connect ecosystems, 

significant plant and animal habitat and 

migration corridors.   
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SALT LICK CCC CAMP SPUR 
 

Halfway down the rail trail between Orviston 

and Monument, a pair of stone pillars and the 

ruins of a dam are all that remain of the former 

Civilian Conservation Corps Camp at Salt Lick. 

This facility once included over a dozen 

buildings housing 200 men and boys during the 

Works Progress Administrationõs program to put 

people to work after the Great Depression. This 

program lasted until WW II, and the Salt Lick 

Camp is one of 109 camps that were built 

throughout the State. Located on State Forest 

land about ½ mile from the midpoint of the 

trail, this linkage could also function as an 

emergency access point from SR 364, and as a 

trailhead facility for Heritage Tourism. The 

Centre County Planning Commission submitted 

an application to the Lumber Heritage Region 

to fund restoration of the stone pillars along SR 

364, and to provide interpretive signage 

describing the history of the Salt Lick CCC 

Camp at this site. 

Water linkages include water bodies and water 

ways, and water-quality related buffers, 

such as wetlands and floodplains.   

Heritage linkages connect greenways with  

 the historical and cultural resources in  

 the community. 

Recreational linkages are connections to  

 public game lands, park lands, and public 

forest lands.  

Transportation linkages include non-vehicular 

means of transport that contribute to the 

health and fitness of the community. 

Agricultural linkages  include existing 

farmland, prime agricultural lands,  lands of 

additional statewide importance, 

agricultural security lands and lands subject 

to agricultural conservation easements. 



3. 

2. 

1. 
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MilesR EGIONAL & LOCAL LINKS  

Nittany & Bald Eagle Greenway.  

This link at Curtin Village follows the 

Bald Eagle and Spring Creek corridors in 

Centre County. A study of this corridor 

was completed in July 2002  by Toole 

Recreation Planning and Bloss Associates, 

Inc. 

Beech Creek to Mill Hall Greenway.  

This link would follow the Bald Eagle 

Creek corridor, and the former PRR line 

to Mill Hall and Lock Haven. Both of 

these towns had substantial brickyards, 

and would complement and extend the 

Aqhbj Snvm Sq`hk- Lhkk G`kkƍr aqhbjx`qc

was the last operating plant in the area, 

closing in the Spring of 2007.  The kilns 

and storage sheds are all still standing.  

This link could also extend the trail past 

Lock Haven to Jersey Shore and the Pine 

Creek Trail.  

Orviston to Snow Shoe Connector.  

This link is the most tenuous, since the 

dozen or so bridges along this abandoned 

rail corridor were removed, making it 

financially difficult to restore the 

connection. Snow Shoe, Clarence and 

Clearfield all were brick manufacturing 

towns, so building this link would 

continue the Brick Town Trail into 

neighboring Clearfield County. 

 

Local Link  

1. 

2. 

3. 
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COST ESTIMATES 

 

In an effort to avoid some of the cost estimating pitfalls that generalized and over-

simplified information can create, we prepared conceptual cost estimates for each 

segment of the Brick Town Trail using unit prices for labor, materials, and equip-

ment from RS Means Construction Cost Data for 2007. RS Means offers an industry 

standard format for generating conceptual cost estimates that relies on data collected 

from builders, suppliers and manufacturers of building materials throughout the US.  

All design assumes handicapped accessible 

facilities and trail design based on American 

Association of State Highway and Transportation 

Officials (AASHTO) 1999 Guide for the 

Development of Bicycle Facilities minimum 

standards using materials and dimensions shown 

in the Rails to Trails Conservancy Trails for the 

Twenty-First Century, Planning, Design, and 

Management Manual for Multi Use Trails Single 

Tread width for rural (8 foot) and urban (10 foot) 

settings. 

BRICK TOWN TRAIL    

ESTIMATE OF PROJECT COSTS    

    

SEGMENT LENGTH COST COST/MILE 

CURTIN VILLAGE TO HOWARD 5.05  $       1,136,558   $       225,061  

HOWARD BOROUGH 0.57  $          213,485   $       374,536  

BALD EAGLE STATE PARK 4.87  $          914,595   $       187,802  

BLANCHARD & BEECH CREEK 3.55  $          650,493   $       183,237  

BEECH CREEK TO MARTINS GROVE 1.94  $          462,599   $       238,453  

MARTINS GROVE TO IRON BRIDGE 3.05  $          540,421   $       177,187  

IRON BRIDGE TO MONUMENT 1.74  $          233,123   $       133,979  

MONUMENT TO ORVISTON 2.9  $          680,837   $       234,771  

CONSTRUCTION TOTAL 23.67  $       4,832,111   $       204,145  

ENGINEERING FEES 15%  $          724,817   $         30,622  

PROJECT COSTS*   $       5,556,927   $       234,767  

    

* INCLUDES TRAIL SURFACE, DRAINAGE, FENCING,BRIDGES, TRAFFIC CONTROL, PARKING & AMENITIES; 

DOES NOT INCLUDE LAND AQUISITION, BRIDGE DESIGN OR ABUTMENTS  
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